 YOULGRAVE BANGBUTT VILLAGE LINK
7th Annual General Meeting

Held in the reading Room, Youlgrave

6th March 2010
Apologies   Jariata & John McFarlane, Carole & Graham Sellors, Ali Plowright, Chris Hawes, Louise Page, 

Charlotte Gilbert, Judith Orchard, Doreen Blackwell, Dorothy Jerman, Tricia Donnison
Present, see attached list
Chairperson, Dianne Hewitt welcomed everyone and asked if they had read and approved minutes of last year’s AGM.  They were duly approved.
Matters arising, John Bishop asked about the present position of payment to teachers.  Lottie had reported that 2 teachers had been paid when she was there during 2009.  Hopefully from last Sept all would have been paid.  Barbara said it is hard to find out the truth and although she had made representations to the appropriate authorities we cannot press any buttons to make it happen.
The clinic is at present being used as living quarters by the school head teacher.  No resources have come forward to promote the clinic.  We are told it is government policy that a clinic must also have living quarters for visiting medical staff but we had not been informed of that when we started the development.  John Bishop asked if that means that we need to start another building.  The feeling of the committee is that before that is a possibility we need to be sure that there is movement to start up a clinic.  Brian said that the villagers should be asked whether there is need for primary health care in the village and should they be looking to get one of themselves trained.  Barbara said that the norm is to put in a trained nurse and we had been told in the past that there would be government funding for medical needs if there was a building to hold a clinic in.
Maggie asked how the need for a clinic had arisen in our building plans. Initially it had been a room within the school.

Methodist church has been hit hard in the credit crunch and there is very little prospect of funds.

Brian suggested we get Nuhu to ask and report back the feelings of the villagers for anything at this time.
Tom Wilkin asked if we could raise some money to supply some medicines.

Barbara explained that the government would step back from their obligation to supply medicines if someone else stepped in.

John Bishop asked if the villagers have asked for aid for clinic.

Barbara said that Sammy reported some time ago that there is a dependency culture in Bangbutt and they are not good at standing up for their rights.
Chairs report – attached.

Financial report – attached Jeff proposed and John Blackwell seconded
John Bishop agreed to audit again.

JB asked if the charity commissioners expect us to spend the money we’ve made during the current year.  We need to ask if there is a time limit on holding onto funds.
Brian said it would be good to make public our decision to move on to another area or village and choose a generic name so it doesn’t bind us to one place.  Jeff asked if we are convinced that we can have control over funds if we move somewhere else.  The chair explained we intend to work through Village Aid and a CBO. We would choose a village which has own bank account.
Maggie asked if there might be any way of concentrating on the issue of maternity mortality.  SL has the highest maternity mortality in the world. Val thought that would be very attractive to people over here,  especially among the young families in the village.
Election of Officers Barbara would like someone to shadow her and take over the post eventually.
Carol offered to act as joint secretary this year.

Glenys treasurer proposed by Mel seconded by everybody

Cath Blackshaw offered to take minutes.

Mel Wilkins and Nicola Humphries offered to come on the committee.

AOB 

Brian asked if it might be possible to send out minutes within next few weeks to gather some more committed members.  Dianne offered to put the AGM minutes on the Youlgrave/Bangbutt website.
Ask if people on our ‘Friends list’ would like to be kept informed.  It was proposed that we gather email addresses for this purpose and send email reminders about meetings etc to others who are on the Friends list not just the committee.
After the meeting tea and hot cross buns were served.  Then Chris Henderson, who lives in Youlgrave with his family, gave a most interesting illustrated talk about his career when working for various agencies in 6 third world countries on very different agricultural projects.  He was due to leave on another contract to work in Nigeria later this March.
