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This year has been a year of consolidation and building up of our resources ready to start our new projects.

We hope to maintain contact with Bangbutt and are working to encourage the link between Youlgrave school and Bangbutt school.  However we feel that we have helped Bangbutt to acquire the important basic facilities that all people should have as well as providing them with a new school and literacy circles (we have recently sent out more books and soft toys).  There is also an established goat herd and many women have been trained in tailoring, both of which should help to improve their standard of living.  Other villages around Bangbutt have also benefited from these projects.  Now we are moving away from Bangbutt to help other villages which desperately need basic facilities.

Lottie has been working for us, looking at different areas in Sierra Leone.  Her remit was to find areas where  there is a lack of basic facilities and the villagers were forward thinking and had a positive and cooperative attitude.  They must also have an established CBO.  CBO stands for Community Based Organisation.  These villages have a management structure and work through committees.  They have their own bank account and signatories who can sign cheques.  They must also keep accounts.  Bangbutt hasn’t yet achieved CBO status but is working towards it.

Lottie, in her report, has suggested an area to the north of Mile 91 called Malal-Mara.
This area has a strong CBO and is also recommended by Nuhu from Village Aid.  We would be working through Village Aid with the Malal-Mara Youth Development Organisation.

We are now in a strong position to begin the next stage of our work.

 We have been busy fundraising this year and are very grateful to our many supporters from near and far.  Our breakfasts and walks have people returning again and again.

The Wesleyan Reform Church donates the proceeds from its harvest sale and coffee morning every year.  Gill and Brian give us donations from their regular weekend café events.  We have enthusiastic helpers at all our events and are never short of donations for our coffee mornings.  Too many people to mention but thank you everyone.  Glenys will give you more information about the fundraising events and our finances in her treasurer’s report.  
Youlgrave-Bangbutt Village Link is becoming more widely known which is why we are reluctant to change our name although we think perhaps we should as we are moving away from Bangbutt.

Barbara is becoming a popular speaker and has done quite a few talks about Bangbutt to various organisations.  The groups often give a generous donation which helps our funds.  Barbara and I have also given two talks in Youlgrave school about the work we have done in Bangbutt and Barbara and Lottie’s visit.  Winster school donated some books which were sent out and they invited us to go in and talk to their children.  The children are always very interested and it is an important part of their education to learn about other cultures in different parts of the world.
So we are looking forward to venturing further afield in our future projects, whilst still maintaining a friendly link with Bangbutt and especially helping to keep Youlgrave and Bangbutt Schools in contact with each other.

